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    Parish PriestParish PriestParish PriestParish Priest::   Fr. Andrew Johnson            
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    Dale:   Mil Reynolds 636671, Billy Bevan 636335 
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      St Ishmaels:  Richard Neale 636802, Heather Phippen 636261 
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 The Revd Paul Bartlett 01646 692084 

LOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICES    
SHOPS: SHOPS: SHOPS: SHOPS:  
Marloes Village Store: 01646 636968 

Open: Mon-Sat 8:00 am to 5:00 pm    Sun 9.00 am - 2:00 pm 

The Taberna, Herbrandston: 01646 693498 

Mon-Fri 8:00 am-6:00 pm, Sat 8:00-12:30, Sun 9:00 am-11:30 am 

Post Office: Mon-Sat 9:00 am - 5:30 pm  
    

MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:    
St. Ishmaels, Marloes, Dale  next dates 27th Feb and 27th March 

Contact 01437 776126 or  07774 230200  (van) 
 

MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:    
Tuesday:  St Ishmaels 14:00—15:00  Dale 15:15—16:15  

Thursday:  St Ishmaels 13:00—14:00  Dale 14:15—15:15  

FOR HIRE 

THE CORONATION HALL  AND JUBILEE 

SUITE DALE 

BOOKINGS:  CLAIRE GARNISH 01646 636836 

EMAIL- clairegarnish@hotmail.com 

CONTACTS FOR HALL HIRE: 
 

Marloes:  
Nesta Watts 01646 636411  
St Ishmaels Memorial Hall: 
Yvonne Evans 01636 636251 

St Ishmaels Sports & Social 
Club: 
Phil Devonald 01646 636546 or 
Adrian Griffiths 01646 636752 



From the Vicarage 
 
Dear All, 
 

    Well, we are in. Most of the boxes are unpacked and we are 

slowly getting to know our new neighbours and not trying to find things in 

the place they were in the last house. 
 

                It’s been a surprisingly tough experience. We’ve been forced to 

face up to how much we hold on to that we don’t need, been overwhelmed 

with memories of our parents as we unpacked things that used to be theirs, 

found with great joy things we thought were lost forever and regretted 

things broken. It feels as if slowly we are becoming slightly different 

people, the people who live here now. 
 

                I am writing this on Ash Wednesday, the day when the church 

invites its members to begin forty days of taking stock and preparing for 

Easter. It’s struck me how like this is to the experience of moving. In Lent 

there are things we have a chance to get rid of like bad habits and atti-

tudes we’ve been holding on to too long. In Lent we let the stories of Jesus’ 

great love for us overwhelm us once more. In Lent we have a chance to 

discover and rediscover the treasures of our faith and mourn for the 

things that push of relationship with God to breaking point. Slowly, if we 

keep Lent well, we can become more the people God would have us be here 

and now.  
 

We wish you all a good Lent, full of amazing discoveries, 
 

                     Rhiannon and Andrew 

Marloes, St. Brides and Dale Mothers UnionMarloes, St. Brides and Dale Mothers UnionMarloes, St. Brides and Dale Mothers UnionMarloes, St. Brides and Dale Mothers Union        
 

Our next meeting is on Tues 10th March at 7.30 pm in Marloes Village Hall. 
Our speaker will be Rev. Andrew Johnson, our new Parish Priest. He will be 
giving a talk on Church embroidery. 
Teas for this meeting: Deborah Rees and Gwen Davies 

Our local area’s M.U. ‘Quiet Day’ is also in March, at St Mary’s, Hubberston on 
Weds 25

th
 March starting at 2.30pm, followed, as usual, by a delicious tea. 

We issue a warm welcome to anyone who would like to come to join us at 
these meetings. 
Sue Squire (Sec.) Pittingales, Marloes Tel: 635817 



Lent began on 18th February and this year lasts all of March. 
Traditionally it was a time when Christians prepared for 
Easter and tried to come closer to Jesus experiences of 
wilderness and suffering by fasting, giving up some food or 
drink. Nowadays Christians often take something up for Lent 
rather than giving something up- extra prayer or Bible study 
or charitable work. Even at its height, however, Christian 
fasting was rarely as strict as in other religions and if you 
knew the rules well there were lots of ways of avoiding 
giving up the things you liked.  
 

So here are five good excuses for not fasting this Lent- 
  
1.       Are you sick? – Fasting was only a duty for those who were well and strong. 
Fasting rules never applied to the sick, pregnant or nursing mothers or to children. 
2.       Is it a Sunday?- Celebrating Christ’s victory over death, which is part of 
every Sunday service, was deemed more important than fasting so Sunday were 
never days when you had to fast. 
3.       Is it a saint’s day? – Celebrating the feasts of saints was deemed more 
important than fasting. There is a saint for almost every day of the year and March 
is full of them David on the 1st, Non on the 5th, Patrick on the 17th, Joseph on the 
19th to name but a few. 
4.       Are you sure you should not be eating that? The Spanish Inquisition was 
asked to rule on whether it was sinful to consume chocolate in Lent. They said no 
because at that time it was drunk as hot chocolate rather than eaten and fasting 
did not apply to liquids, which would allow alcohol too. When meat was forbidden 
but fish was allowed it was amazing how learned authorities would swear that 
barnacle geese hatched from barnacles and so should be counted as shellfish! 
5.       You are so perfect and self-disciplined that fasting won’t teach you anything 
at all. If only it were true. 

Lent group, at the Vicarage, Dale 

Thursday 26th February, 5th March, 12th March, 19th March, 26th March 

7:30 

This Lent we will be looking in depth at the events of Holy Week in 

order to prepare for Easter. Each session can stand alone, so don’t 

worry if you can only make some of them. All are welcome. 
 

Passover style Supper In preparation for Easter, Andrew and Rhian-

non invite you to share a Passover style 3 course meal with wine cele-

brating freedom.  

Monday 30th March – 6pm, £10 each, children free, venue to be con-

firmed when we know how many are likely to attend. 

Any profit will go to charity. 



Woodbine Willie  - bringing love with cigarettes and 

the Bible  

Here’s a ‘saint’ that the Church of England remembers from the 1st World War - the 
Rev. Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy, MC, or ‘Woodbine Willie’, as everyone knew this 
popular, much-loved army chaplain on the Western Front. 

Studdert Kennedy (27 June 1883 – 8 March 1929) had been born in Leeds as the 
seventh of nine children. After reading divinity and classics at Trinity College Dublin, 
he’d studied for ordination at Ripon Clergy College, and served his curacy at Rugby. 
By the time war broke out in 1914, Studdert Kennedy was vicar of St Paul’s Worces-
ter. He soon volunteered to go to the Western Front as a chaplain to the army. Life 
on the front line in the trenches was a desperate affair, but soon Studdert Kennedy 
had hit on a way of bringing a few moments of relief to the stressed out soldiers: as 
well as good cheer he gave out copious amounts of ‘Woodbines’, the most popular 
cheap cigarette of the time. 

One colleague remembered Kennedy: “he'd come down into the trenches and say 
prayers with the men, have a cuppa out of a dirty tin mug and tell a joke as good as 
any of us. He was a chain smoker and always carried a packet of Woodbine cigarettes 
that he would give out in handfuls to us lads. That's how he got his nickname. He 
came down the trench one day to cheer us up. Had his Bible with him as usual. Well, 
I'd been there for weeks, unable to write home, of course, we were going over the 
top later that day. I asked him if he would write to my sweetheart at home, tell her I 
was still alive and, so far, in one piece… years later, after the war, she showed me the 
letter he'd sent, very nice it was. A lovely letter. My wife kept it until she died." 

Kennedy was devoted to his men, so much so that in 1917 he was awarded the 
Military Cross at Messines Ridge, after running into no man’s land in order to help the 
wounded during an attack on the German frontline. 

During the war, Kennedy supported the British military effort with enthusiasm, but 
soon after the war, he turned to Christian socialism and pacifism. He was given 
charge of St Edmunds in Lombard St, London, and took to writing a number of poems 
about his war experiences: Rough Rhymes of a Padre (1918) and More Rough 
Rhymes (1919). He went on to work for the Industrial Christian Fellowship, for 
whom he did speaking tours. It was on one of these tours that he was taken ill, and 
died in Liverpool in 1929. He was only 46. 

His compassion and generosity in the face of the horrors of the Western Front was 
immortalised in the song ‘Absent Friends’: "Woodbine Willie couldn't rest until he'd/
given every bloke a final smoke/before the killing." He himself had once described his 
chaplain’s ministry as taking “a box of fags in your haversack, and a great deal of love 
in your heart.”  



Coastlands Natural History Group 
 

“Our Local Butterflies and Moths” 
 

by  

Rosemary Royle 
 

Tuesday March 31st at 7:30 
in 

Dale Coronation Hall 
 

Open to everyone  

Free admission with  

donations.  

Refreshments. 

Dale WI. Well actually we cover the whole peninsula, and we are 

just a small part of the largest organisation in the UK to represent women, 

that’s you! 

We kicked off this year with a talk on a holiday about travelling right across 

Europe and Siberia – wow! By the time you read this we will have a good 

idea what life is like in prison from a prison warder’s point of view. 

Next month is messy time with pottery, and the fun goes on. Talks on life 

with the Royal Ballet, and teaching in Africa, trips to a farm and whole day’s 

outing, have you got any good ideas? There is also tea in the Dale walled 

garden and our fantastic Christmas dinner - drink, dressing up and delicious 

food. If that isn’t enough, Dale is part of the Pembrokeshire Federation who 

organise events throughout the county and craft courses in WI house in 

Prendergast Haverfordwest. Membership also allows you to attend Denman 

College a beautiful country house set in lovely grounds in Oxfordshire. They 

run residential courses on everything from creating stained glass panels to 

Thai cooking, to  - well you name it, they do it. The food and accommodation 

is excellent. 

So why don’t you join us. We would love to see you, every 1st and 3rd Tues-

day of the month 7.30pm at Dale coronation hall. We can car share if that 

helps and you can try us without joining for a couple of sessions.   

Carol Cawley 



Riding the Via de la Plata in Spain in aid of girls’ education. 
 Cycling 1000km from Seville to Santiago de Compostela for CCLEF. 

 

In April, Peter Munt-Davies from St Ishmaels will pedal his way along the Camino 
de Santiago in Spain.  
Why is he doing it?  
I would like to use the experience to raise money for the Commonwealth Coun-
tries League Education Fund. I was a teacher for some years in Jamaica and fully 
appreciate the vital importance and value of education, especially for women and 
girls. Last year in Sri Lanka we met two of the girls receiving financial support 
from the fund and saw first-hand the tangible benefits of the work the fund strives 
to achieve. If, by doing this bike ride, I can raise awareness of the vital work 
carried out by CCLEF www.cclef.org as well as raising some money, then it will 
have been worth it. 
If you would like to support Peter in his fund raising efforts then please visit his 
Just Giving page https://www.justgiving.com/Peter-Munt-Davies 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Peter Munt-Davies - Tel 01646636468, Mob 
07817879655, Pmuntdavies@gmail.com 

 

Get a bicycle, you will not regret it. If you live. 

Mark Twain 

 

CORONATION HALL FILM CLUB 

We will be showing 

“Family Favourites” on Saturdays at 6 pm 

“Coronation (Hall) Classics” on Mondays at 7.30 pm 

Next showings 

Monday 2nd March 7.30 pm 

Saturday 14th March 6 pm 

Monday 23rd March 7.30 pm 

Entrance FREE but donations welcome.  Refreshments. 

We will start again in September. 

More info. from rosemary.meck@gmail.com 

 



Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  
DaleDaleDaleDale    
No meeting in February 
 

Marloes & St. Brides Marloes & St. Brides Marloes & St. Brides Marloes & St. Brides     
Items under discussion at the February 
meeting included the following:- 
Planning Matters – Passing Bay in Glebe 
Lane – Cllrs Twidale and Burnett advised 
the meeting that Ms. Karen Bolton 
(PCNPA officer) has visited the Lane 
recently. She will be writing to the Clerk to 
advise that there are very few places to site 
a passing bay between the entrance to 
Green Meadow Close and Ashdale. Agreed 
to await site plan. Form D consents were 
received in respect of NP/14/0651 – 5 roof 
lights at 1, Green Meadow Close, Marloes 
and for NP/14/0667 – Single Storey Utility 
& Porch extension at Orlandon Kilns, St. 
Brides. 
Highway Matters – Clock Tower Lane – 
Mr. Codd (PCC officer) has now been 
asked if the tree stump in the Lane can be 
removed, and also asked if other growth 
overhanging the Lane can be trimmed back 
before the birds start nesting. Response on 
the request for the 20mph limit is awaited.  
Financial Matters – Biannual Wayleave 
payment of £3.48 was received in respect 
of the wire which is underground the 
Village Green. The Council approved the 
payment of £53 to One Voice Wales for 
membership of the Council Association.  
Clock Tower – The meeting was pleased 
to see that the broken windows have now 
been repaired and woodwork painted. 
Council members also noted that Cllr. 
Smithies had successfully negotiated a 
reduction in the insurance premium for the 
Clock Tower building and Clock 
mechanism to £179.28 as last year. The 
Clerk was instructed to cancel the existing 
agreement with Swalec, and enter into an 
agreement with Ebico who will charge only 

for the electric consumed – no standing 
charge. Night Silencing – The meeting 
agreed to a request from the new owners 
of The Clock House, Mr. & Mrs. J. Almond 
for the night silencing facility to operate 
from the 15th May 2015 to the 15th 
September 2015, from midnight to 5am 
inclusive.  
National Trust – The Clerk together 
with Cllrs Beal, Twidale, and Jessop 
reported on the meeting with Mr. Andrew 
Tuddenham (National Trust). Matters 
under discussion included community 
parking tickets for 2015 – see separate 
item; proposed new bird hide; future 
resurfacing of the Marloes Sand car park 
which may involve a request to reroute 
that part of Castle Rag Byway which runs 
through the car park; recruitment of car 
park attendants for both car parks; retail 
sales from the two huts; disabled access 
from the car parks; and withdrawal of the 
Youth Hostel Association by Easter. 
Members stressed the need for the Trust 
to work more closely with the community, 
and to encourage their staff to form links 
with local businesses.  
County Council Services – Council 
members were advised by the Clerk that 
both the Electoral Registration Service and 
the registration of Births and Deaths are 
now based at Cherry Grove, 
Haverfordwest. This information was 
included in a County Council press release 
but the Council Monitoring officer could 
not confirm if this had been covered by the 
local newspapers. It was now proposed 
that the present Outstation Service for 
registering births and deaths which had 
been suspended because of sickness will 
now not be recommenced. This would 
include the office at Milford Haven. It was 
also noted that any births at Glangwili 
Hospital , although declared in 

continued on next page 



Haverfordwest will actually be registered in 
Carmarthen, and the birth certificates 
issued there, with the income going to that 
authority area. The letter received did 
advise that “the new Register Office at 
Cherry Grove provides much improved 
facilities and increased appointment 
availability for all customers.” 
Next Meeting – The next meeting of the 
Council will be held on Monday 9th March 
2015 at Marloes Village Hall commencing at 
7.30pm. Members of the Community are 
welcome to attend, and may address the 
meeting at the invitation of the Chairman.  
 

St. IshmaelsSt. IshmaelsSt. IshmaelsSt. Ishmaels    
No full meeting in February. A short 
meeting discussed:  
Pembs. Coast National Park 

Planning applications NP/15/0031/OUT 
Residential development – 27 dwelling units 
(outline seeking approval of Access & 
Layout), Land off Trewarren Road, St. 
Ishmaels, Haverfordwest, Pembs. SA623SZ 
The community council objects to the plan 
for a single track road in places, 
within the estate, rather than full width 
throughout on safety grounds. 
Ensure the otter population is protected 
when excavating the proposed entrance 
to the site. 
 
The next meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 4th March, 2015  @ 1900hrs.  
Members of the community are welcome to 
attend.  Clerk to the Council :-  Lynda 
Thomas Tel:  01646 636 298. 

THE FUTURE OF RUNWAYSKILN YHA 
From Andrew Tuddenham, Manager North, Pembrokeshire National Trust 
 
The Youth Hostel Association (YHA) have decided that they will no longer be running 
the youth hostel at Runwayskiln from the end of April. We fully appreciate the fantas-
tic efforts that YHA have made in running this unique asset for us and the local com-
munity. We also fully understand the challenges that they currently face which have 
forced them to conclude they can no longer viably operate the hostel. As the owner 
of the property, we will need to consider carefully issues now posed about the build-
ing’s future use and we intend to widely canvass opinion locally on potential options. 
We’d like to hold a couple of community drop in sessions at the hostel in March as 
part of this consultation. We’ll also be offering resident parking permits for Martin’s 
Haven and Marloes car parks at these sessions. Any future options considered for the 
buildings at Runwayskiln will be in keeping with our core conservation of looking after 
special places for ever, for everyone to enjoy.  
 
Dates for consultations: 
Tuesday 3rd March 4-6pm  (we’ll be there to set up from 3pm) 
Saturday 7th March 10am-4pm (we’ll be there from 9am) 
  
Residents can register for the residents car park permits on the Tuesday session or 
from 10am to 1pm on the Saturday session.  Applicants should be registered on a 
current electoral register, and be permanently living in the Community of Marloes & 
St. Brides. 



DiaryDiaryDiaryDiary    

Sun  1 1300 St David’s Day Lunch, Coronation Hall, Dale 
Mon  2 1900 Dale Community Council, Jubilee Suite 
Mon  2 1930 Coronation Hall Film Club 
Tue  3 1600 - 1800 National Trust Runwayskiln Consultation, YHA Hostel 
Wed  4 1900 St Ishmaels Community Council, Memorial Hall 
Thu  5 1400 Marloes Gardening Club first meeting, Marloes Village Hall 
Sat  7 1000 - 1600 National Trust Runwayskiln Consultation, YHA Hostel 
Sun  8 1500 Snowdrop Tea at St Ishmaels Church 
Mon  9 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village Hall 
Tue 10 1930 Mothers’ Union, Marloes Village Hall, Church Embroidery by Rev.  
     Andrew Johnson 
Wed 11 1430 Welcome Club Marloes Village Hall, “The Red Centre, an Australian  
     Journey” by Peter Royle 
Sat 14 1800 Coronation Hall Film Club 
Thu  19 1900 DADS “Murder We Wrote”, Coronation, Hall Dale 
Fri  20 1930 DADS “Murder We Wrote”, Coronation, Hall Dale 
Sat 21 0900 Dale Fort Marine Biology Lectures, (see advert) 
Sat  21 1930 DADS “Murder We Wrote”, Coronation, Hall Dale 
Mon 23 1930 Coronation Hall Film Club 
Wed 25 1930  Coastlands Local History Group AGM and talk by David Saunders “What 
     you need is a good milking goat!” 
Wed 25 1800 Coastlands School Easter Bingo, St Ishmaels S&S Club 
Mon 30 1800 Passover style supper with Andrew and Rhiannon 
Tue 31 1930 Coastlands Natural History Group “Our Local Butterflies and Moths” by 
     Rosemary Royle, Dale Coronation Hall 

MARCH MARCH MARCH MARCH     

2015201520152015    

    

Marloes Gardening Club.Marloes Gardening Club.Marloes Gardening Club.Marloes Gardening Club.    
Our first meeting will be on 

Thurs 5th March. 2-3-30pm in 
Marloes Village Hall. 

Would everyone who put their 
name on the list, please bring 
lots of ideas for this new club.  

 

Very many 
thanks, 

Marina Titley 



 

CHURCH SERVICES  

1
st
 MARCH       9.30am     Holy Communion        Dale 

                         11.00am   Holy Communion        St Brides 

                         11.00am   Holy Communion        St Ishmael 
 

8
th
 MARCH         9.30am     Holy Communion  Marloes 

                           9.30am     Holy Communion  Dale 

                         11.00am     Holy Communion      St Brides 

                          11.00am    Morning Prayer   St Ishmael 
 

15
th
 MARCH      Mothering Sunday 

                          11.00am    JOINT SERVICE   Dale 

 

22
nd

 MARCH     Passion Sunday 

                           9.30am       Holy Communion   Marloes 

                           9.30am       Morning Prayer    Dale 

                         11.00am       Holy Communion   St Brides 

                         11.00am       Holy Communion    St Ishmael 
 

29
th
 MARCH      Palm Sunday  

                           9.30am      Holy Communion  Marloes 

                            9.30am     Holy Communion  Dale 

                          11.00am     Holy Communion  St Brides 

                          11.00am     Holy Communion  St Ishmael 
 

Robeston West Services for March 

 1st March            4pm                    Holy Communion 

 8th March            4pm                    Evening Prayer 
 15th March          11am                  Holy Communion Mothering Sunday 

 22nd March         9.30am               Holy Communion 

 29th March          9.30am               Holy Communion Palm Sunday 

Wednesdays at 
Marloes  9am 
Short Morning 
Prayer (except 
school holiday 
weeks) 

“GOT some good news you want to share? Running a race, shaving 

your head, or holding a bake sale for charity? Invented something 

incredible? 

Joanna Sayers is the local reporter for the Milford Mercury and 

Western Telegraph, and she wants to find out what makes the 

coastlands community so great.  

Whether you’re about to celebrate your golden wedding anniver-

sary, or know an unsung local hero who deserves to be celebrated, 

share your news, photos and events by emailing 

jsa@milfordmercury.co.uk, or telephone 01437 761764 for a chat.” 



 

MURDER WE WROTE 

 

March 19th at 7:00pm 
March 20th & 21st at 7:30pm 

 

Tickets £6 adult. £3 child  
(includes a “St Bunion’s Bun” and a 

lucky programme) 

Join us for a murder mystery evening at St. 

Bunion’s School 

Tickets available from Anne Meeke (01646 636716),  

The Griffin and The Lobster Pot.  

WALWYN’S CASTLE EVENTS 
 
Musical evening at Walwyns Castle, Thursday April 23rd, 

Please join us for a fund raising concert evening with The 

Landsker singers in St James Church, Walwyns Castle, at 8pm 

on Thursday April 23, followed by bring-a-plate refresh-

ments in the church hall. Tickets £7.50, available from 

Jayne on tel 01437 781 575 or Kate 01437 781 270. Tickets 

also available at the door . 

 

Walwyns Castle social film evening, on Friday March 20th , 

in the church hall, 7pm for 7.30 start. Film “Salmon Fish-

ing in The Yemen”, plus light refreshments . All welcome, 

donations of £5.00 suggested. contact 01437 781 270 for 

more info 

St James Church, Dale 
ST DAVIDS DAY LUNCH, SUNDAY MARCH 1st  

at 1.00pm  at  CORONATION HALL, DALE 

 £7.50 per ticket, Primary school children £5.00 Tickets available from Mil 
Reynolds 636716. 

 B.Y.O  (everyone welcome!) 



Coastlands Local History Group  Coastlands Local History Group  Coastlands Local History Group  Coastlands Local History Group  from Margaret Copley    
 

The next meeting  of the Group will be held on Wednesday, March 25th at 7.30pm in 

Marloes Hall. The subject of the talk, by David Saunders, former Warden of Skomer, is 

“What You Need is a Good Milking Goat”. David and his family are well known in the 

area and David has written and lectured extensively on various “Birdy” and Natural 

History topics.  All are welcome: there will be a small charge to cover costs. As usual, at 

the end of the meeting, there will be cups of tea and the chance to have a chat. The 

evening will start with a short AGM – but don’t let that put you off- it usually only takes 

10 minutes or so!   

 

The Group’s February meeting  was a talk on Milford Haven Trawlers – a subject of  

interest to many local people. The fishing industry of Milford really developed on a large 

scale in the early 20th century, owing to the arrival of the railway, enabling cheap, fresh 

fish to be quickly transported to populations of the growing big cities, such as 

Birmingham and Bristol. The manufacture of ice was also an important recent discovery, 

making if possible to keep the fish in good condition when landed and transported.  

 

Over the years, many local men earned good money by going to sea on the trawlers. 

Existing crew lists mean that it is fairly easy to track down your fishermen ancestors.  

Several  Dale men were owners of boats, including members of the Sturley, Nicholas and 

Roch families.  

 

One particularly sad event occurred on the stormy night of 11th December 1912. The 

steam trawler “Eagle”, a newish boat built at Galmpton, Devon in 1903 and registered at 

Milford in 1911 by the new owner, Mr James Roch of Dale was returning to Milford 

with its catch. The boat was skippered by Mr George Sturley, a native of Dale, who now 

lived in Milford.  The boat, actually a “long liner”, had stopped off in Dale to take the 

owner on board and was somewhere west of Stack Rock, when there was a horrendous 

crash: the trawler, “Cylce” was coming down the Haven, eastwards, and the two ships 

collided head on. The “Eagle” was cut in two and sank quickly. The crew abandoned 

ship and struggled to keep afloat in the dark and disturbed sea. Unfortunately, out of the 

crew of nine, only four were saved – some by swimming to safety, some by being picked 

up by boats from the “Cylce” and a nearby trawler whose crew had heard the 

commotion. Sadly, one of those who lost their lives was William Carpenter, a young man 

of 21. The two Sturley members of the crew were among those saved.  

  

It has recently come to light that, many years later, by an amazing coincidence, a local 

couple, Mr and Mrs Peter Dando, both have close connections with the disaster. Mrs 

Dando is descended from William Carpenter, and Mr Dando’s ancestor was one of the 

Sturley crew members.      

 

The extract overleaf is taken from a poem written at the time and sold (for one penny) to 

raise money for the bereaved families: 

 



 

For full programme notes see: 
www.haverfordwest-film-society.org.uk 
 

5TH MARCH  GLORIA  2013 CHILE (15) 

Dir: Sebas1an Lelio Lang: Spanish 110 mins 

 

12TH MARCH  MOONRISE KINGDOM 
2012 USA  Dir: Wes Andersen Lang: English 94 

mins 

 

19TH MARCH  WADJDA  2012 SAUDI ARABIA  

Dir: Haifaa al Mansour Lang: Arabic 98 mins 

 

26TH MARCH  SILVER LININGS PLAYBOOK  
2012 USA  Dir: David O. Russell Lang: English 

122 mins 
 

 

For season membership rates contact  
Joy Green 01437 731146 

Adults £4.00 Students £2.00 
Show starts 7.30 pm  Bar opens 6.45pm 

Merlin TheatreMerlin TheatreMerlin TheatreMerlin Theatre    
Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire     

CollegeCollegeCollegeCollege    
HaverfordwestHaverfordwestHaverfordwestHaverfordwest 

The Old Stables Heritage Centre in South 
Street, Dale will open for the summer 
season over the Easter weekend.  

The first Exhibition of 2015 will be called 
“At Work and Play in the Coastlands 
Area”. It will give everyone a chance to 
see the many photos and artefacts stored 
by the Group to do with Farming, Fishing, 
Transport and several other types of 
work done by local people over the 
years. The “Play” side of things will 
feature various sporting photos and 
memorabilia, plus archive documents of 
other leisure activities and events such as 
Carnivals, Fetes, Clubs and Pubs. 

Do visit the Centre – you will be wel-
comed by friendly stewards, many of 
them born and bred in Dale, Marloes, St 
Ishmaels and St Brides, so with plenty of 
expert local knowledge!   The Old Stables 
is open on Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays from 11am. to 5pm.   

ADMISSION FREE!   

  It was on the eleventh of December, 

     The night was dark but clear, 

  When the Eagle left Dale for Milford, 

      All hearts were full of good cheer, 

  Their voyage now was over, 

      All hands were happy and gay 

  None dreaming then that some 

      Would ne’er see the light of day. 

  The Cylce, a steam trawler, 

      From Milford, outward bound, 

  Collided with the Eagle, 

      Which very soon went down, 

  Four of the nine were rescued, 

      And landed at the Dock,  

  But five other souls lay beneath 

      The waters round Stack Rock  



Dale Fort Field Centre invite you to  
Field Studies Council Marine Biology Lectures 2015 

Saturday 21
st

 March (9am – 8pm) 
 

An open invitation for local people<  Spend a day at Dale Fort Field Centre 
finding out about local and national and global marine research, conservation and 
education topics. A day of talks by local and national experts open to anyone 
interested in Marine Biology and Marine Issues. Talks include: 

'Life that sparkles: how animals that make light have revolutionised biology 
and medicine' - Professor Tony Campbell (Cardiff Uni./Darwin Centre) 
Long-term seabird population monitoring on Skomer Island – Dr Matt Wood 
(Gloucester University) 
Poetry in Ocean – Susan Richardson (Marine Conservation Society Poet in 
Residence) 
Manorbier Rocky Shore Survey - the story so far – Martha Boalch & Zoe 
Langford (Field Studies Council) 
Seasearch Surveys in Milford Haven – Kate Lock  (Skomer MNR) 

There will also be a local field excursion to take advantage of the exceptional low 
Spring tide! (Bring wellies and warm, waterproof clothes) 
 

Attendance = £10 (which includes light refreshments and a buffet lunch).  
There will also be an evening meal for those who are able to stay (£5). 
 

To book a place email: sally.df@field-studies-council.org 

Or ring Dale Fort on 01646 636205 

EASTER BINGOEASTER BINGOEASTER BINGOEASTER BINGO    

    

COASTLANDS SCHOOL P.T.ACOASTLANDS SCHOOL P.T.ACOASTLANDS SCHOOL P.T.ACOASTLANDS SCHOOL P.T.A 

 

Wednesday 25Wednesday 25Wednesday 25Wednesday 25th th th th MarchMarchMarchMarch    
St Ishmaels Sports ClubSt Ishmaels Sports ClubSt Ishmaels Sports ClubSt Ishmaels Sports Club    

Doors open 6.00pm, eyes down 6.30pm 
Easy, fun, all ages welcome 

House House House House ––––    Poultry prize, Line Poultry prize, Line Poultry prize, Line Poultry prize, Line ––––    Large Easter EggLarge Easter EggLarge Easter EggLarge Easter Egg    

‘Eggstravaganza’ raffle too!‘Eggstravaganza’ raffle too!‘Eggstravaganza’ raffle too!‘Eggstravaganza’ raffle too! 



The Coronation Hall Committee is organizing a - 

 

COURSE for the 

Level 2 Award in 

“Food Safety in 

Catering” 

(CIEH) 
  

The Hall kitchen has a level 5 Certificate.  You can 

ensure that your techniques at home and in the Hall 

match up by attending this course.  Cost - no more 

than £33 - includes exam fee and certificate. 

Monday 30th March  9.30 am – 4 pm 

To book a place contact Rosemary on 01646 636463 

or rosemary.meck@gmail.com 

Marloes & St Brides Village Hall was packed on Saturday 24th January as 

residents gathered to celebrate the re-opening of the hall after major renovations. The 
hall looked beautiful – the new ceiling, which is now open to the rafters, the new chairs 
and tables, the extra light and the new heaters all made for a warm, light and friendly 
space. Members of Planed, The National Lottery and the local press and radio were 
present while the opening speech was made by Stephen Ford. He thanked the many 
people who had been involved particularly the dedicated team who organised and project 
managed the renovations which were completed on schedule  – this team comprised 
Steve Ford, Sue Twidale, Gina Smithies, Claire Deacon, Caroline Walmsley, Marina Titley, 
Sue Davenport, Robin Black, Phil Griffiths, William Richards and Mark Burton.  Huge 
thanks go to both Max & Mike Hardy for their excellent work in carrying out the renova-

tions to a very high standard. 

Perhaps the most notable feature of the event was the fact the hall was decorated with 
gulls. These had been cut out of hardboard by Phil Griffiths, approximately life size, and 
decorated by local residents in the most original ways. Some were painted realistically, 
others were painted with views of the area, others with patterns. Some were decorated 
with collages, some with material, shells, feathers – the creativity was endless! One was 

even donning a disguise and was pretending to be a puffin!  

A glass of bubbly was kindly contributed by John & Chris Almond, the new owners of The 
Clock House, and the attendees supplied a lovely array of food, leading to a very convivial 

afternoon.  

Marloes & St Brides Village Hall is now open for business again – for bookings please 

contact Nesta Watts 636411 



Love was in the air this Valentine’s Day!  
For our first ever Wildlife Watch group we had an impressive turn out!  Nine 
families came to help us celebrate Valentine’s Day by building homes for birds and 
insects to raise their young.  This also coincided nicely with the British Trust for 
Ornithology’s National Nest Box week. 
The room was soon filled with a cacophony of hammering and a career in architec-
ture could be in all their futures judging from the end products. 8 group members 
made bird boxes with hinged lids so they could see if they were occupied and 3 
members made insect hotels packed with bamboo with various sizes of hole to fit 
most bugs.  

Everyone was very 
proud of what they 
managed to produce 
in such a short 
amount of time, and 
now there are 11 
new homes out in 
the community for 
local wildlife to 
utilize. 
The next meeting is 
Saturday 14th 

March between 10-12am. We are planning a short 20 minute coastal walk to a 
local pond in the hope of collecting some of its inhabitants to bring back to centre 
and take a closer look at under a microscope attached to a projector. Wellington 
boots and waterproofs are recommended.  N.B. The activity is dependent on the 
weather and water level in the pond, the path to the pond can be uneven and 
slippery when muddy alternative activity will be on centre and in the wood come 
rain or shine! 
For more information about the group, visit the Dale Fort Watch Group webpage - 
www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/watchgroups/dale-fort. To book a place, contact Dale Fort 
Field Centre on 01646 636 205 or email Catherine on catherine.df@field-studies-
council.org or Helen on ea.df@field-studies-council.org. 

Dale Fort 

COASTLANDS SCHOOL 

How quickly time flies. It only seems like yesterday I started at Coastlands and already 6 
weeks have passed by.  A big thank to the children and staff for their welcome, and a 
big thank you to the parents and governors for their support. 

Continued overleaf 



 

Coastlands School Energy Project 

Please join us by taking these 3 simple steps during our Energy Week 

23
rd

-27
th  

February (or at any 1me). 

Please let us know about how you get on. You can email us on 

coastlands0@yahoo.co.uk. Our teacher will pass these messages on to us. 
 

3 simple ways to save energy: 
 

Turn down the hea1ng by 1ºC 

Take a shower instead of a bath 

Only fill the keBle with the right 

amount of water you need 

This term our Year 5&6 girls and boys football teams played against children from 
Fenton Community Primary School in Haverfordwest. Both games ended in defeat for 
the children of Coastlands but both teams managed to score goals and play with enthusi-
asm and joy. Sam Beegan led the boy’s team and Emily Gray led the girl’s team. Archie 
Reed scored a wonder goal whilst Emily Gray smashed one home for the girls and she 
hit the bar (with the ball not her head). After the game they enjoyed squash and choco-
late biscuits with the Fenton children.  

Year 5&6 boys enjoyed a rugby training session with Jez Bateman from Milford rugby 
club. Next time he will be working with the Year 3&4 children. 

Elin, Ella and Zoe gave a wonderful dance demonstration to the whole school and their 
parents in one of our Friday assemblies. They worked hard over the previous weeks 
honing their moves and sharpening their routines. They are going to use their skills to 
teach some of our younger children their routines. 

Finally, Aron, Emily, Sam and Elin represented the school at the Sladen Relay Gala in 
Haverfordwest. They took part in the mixed relay race and finished a creditable third in 
the final, returning to school with beaming smiles and shining medals. 

Just a few dates for your diaries; 

3.3.15 is our St. Davids day celebration which is spread though out the day (Class1 
parents/carers 9:30 am and Class 2/3 parents/carers 1:30pm) 

25.3.15 is our Bingo Night at the Sports Club (6:00 for 6:30) 

I hope all the children (and the staff) have an enjoyable half term break. 

Jeremy Evans 



The MerlinThe MerlinThe MerlinThe Merlin    

Merlins are birds of wide open spaces. They breed on 
moors and mountains (though sadly, none breed in 
Pembrokeshire), and spend the winter in lower-lying 
areas, often near saltmarshes and wet places. The only 
real chance we get of seeing them is in the winter at 
Marloes Mere or Dale Airfield or sometimes at the 
Deer Park. And then all you see is a small falcon 
dashing past at high speed, low down. When perched 
they can be very unobtrusive – a small hump on a 
fencepost a couple of hundred yards away is as good as 
it gets. I have to confess I have never seen a Merlin in 
Pembrokeshire – I think this is because my eyesight is just not good enough to pick 
up a greyish-brown bird flashing past against a greyish-brown background!  

The male merlin has a grey back and rusty underparts while the female is brown on 
the back with streaked underparts. In flight the overall shape is that of a petite 
peregrine. They feed on small birds such as pipits and linnets which they catch 
during fast flight chases.  

It is easy to confuse Merlins and Sparrowhawks and it is true that their overall 
plumage is not that different. If you get a good perched view then a Sparrowhawk 
has long thin yellow legs and distinctive yellow or orange glaring eyes. Sparrow-
hawks also have horizontal barring on the chest which the Merlin does not have. 
(However bear mind that if you are getting this good a view it is probably not a 
Merlin!)  In flight the short broad wings of the Sparrowhawk are often obvious.  

You will often read that Sparrowhawks are birds of woodland and Merlins of open 
area – while this is certainly true,  Sparrowhawks around here are often seen over 
fields and on cliff-top grasslands and perch on fence posts just like a Merlin. Merlins, 
however, stick to the wide open spaces - they do not enter woodlands or gardens 
except in very unusual circumstances.  

Perhaps the best way of telling the difference is by behaviour. Whereas Merlins 

hunt by chasing down small birds in the open, Sparrowhawks hunt by ambush – 

they use cover to approach a small flock and then dash in and grab. They like to 

hunt where there is something to hide behind – this could be trees, buildings or a 

hedge. A favourite strategy is hedge-hopping – they fly along one side of a hedge 

then flip over the top to see what they can grab. So if you are driving along a 

Pembrokeshire lane and find yourself following a small grey or brown bird of prey it 

will undoubtedly be a Sparrowhawk, just cruising along and waiting for a suitable 

moment to flash up and over the hedge.  

Rosemary Royle 
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ORANGE BAG AND FOOD COLLECTIONS: Every Thursday from 6:30am 

(check locally for actual time) 

BLACK BAG AND BOTTLES ON these Thursday dates: February 12th and 

26th, March 12th and 26th.  


